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Editor’s Choice

The Hermit: Best drink for paleontologists
The Hermit card often signifies introspection and personal reflection. And what goes better
with personal reflection than beer? Sobriety, some might say. But either way, Icky, the
flagship brew of the oldest and most popular local brewery, is now available in bottles, with
a funky but elegant label depicting the eponymous fossil, an ancient aquatic beast, and the
slogan, “distinct, not extinct.” From the bottle, the IPA has the same rich, hoppy flavor as
always, but now it can be enjoyed at home, in perfect solitude.

Readers choice

Most environmentally conscious company
1. Great Basin Community Food Coop

542 ! Plumas St., 324-6133

2. Whole Foods

6139 S. Virginia St., 852-8023

3. Patagonia

8550 White Fir St., 746-6878

Best local farm
1. Lattin Farms

1955 McLean Road, Fallon, 867-3750

2. Grow for Me Sustainable Farm/Girl Farm

1400 Long Valley Road, 221-0001

3. River School Farm

7777 White Fir St., 747-2222

Best green store
1. Whole Foods

6139 S. Virginia St., 852-8023

3. Great Basin Community Food Coop

542 ! Plumas St., 324-6133

3. EcoReno

Closed

Best green service
1. Blue Water Studio

2650 Hunter Lake Drive, 560-2612

2. Aspen Electric

855 S. Center St., No. 200, 284-1530

3. Bootleg Courier Co.

316 California Ave., No. 30, 221-1366

4. Whole Foods
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THANK YOU NORTHERN NEVADA FOR SUPPORTING
BLUE WATER STUDIO, ME PERSONALLY, AND MY FANTASTIC 

CLIENTS AND PROJECTS IN THE 2011 BEST OF AWARDS!
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6139 S. Virginia St., 852-8023

Best green product
1. Bicycle

2. Reusable/canvas bags

3. Solar energy

Best green non-profit group
1. Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful

2000 Del Monte Lane, 851-5185

2. Great Basin Community Food Co-op

542 ! Plumas St., 324-6133

3. Nevada EcoNet

Closed

Best green event
1. Earth Day

2. Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful Truckee River Cleanup

3. New 2U Computers E-waste collection

Best green building
1. Patagonia

8550 White Fir St., 746-6878

2. The Glenn Group

50 Washington St., 686-7777
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See all stories published in Guides

Reader Comments

No comments yet. Be the first by posting your comment below.

Sign in to submit a comment:

e-mail:
password:

SIGN IN

Don't have a login yet? Join now!, it's fast and free!
Help! I forgot my password

Post anonymous comment:

If you wish to comment anonymously, provide your valid email address here and you’ll be allowed to do so.

e-mail:   
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appear on the site.
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1. Kate Marshall

2. Kitty Jung

3. David Bobzien

Best local athlete/female
1. Tahnee Robinson

2. Patty Sheehan

3. Kristi Young

Best local athlete/male
1. Colin Kaepernick

2. Collin Cowgill

2. Wily Mo Pena

Best local actor/actress
1. Mary Bennett

2. Adam Whitney

Best interior designer
1. John Ludwig

2. Kimberly Phipps-Nichol

3. Kadie Remaklus

Best high school teacher
1. Levi Watson

Galena High School

2. John Lorentzen

Reed High School

2. Michelle Hinkson

Galena High School

2. Kelly Wetzler

Reno High School

Best elementary school teacher
1. Corinne Paiva

Sierra Vista Elementary

Best handyperson
1. Rachel Williams

2. Tom Bailie

Best gynecologist
1. Staci Paul

2. Stacy Mellum

2. Larry Klaich

2. Mark Schumacher

Best family practice doctor
1. Rose Paiva
2. Shannon Zamboni

3. Thomas O’Gara

3. Dennis Brown

Best dentist
1. John Bocchi

1. Gene Pascucci

3. Anthony Brunelli

Best creative writer
1. Topher South

2. Sean Cary

3. Thomas Lloyd Qualls

Best college instructor
1. Howard Rosenberg

University of Nevada, Reno
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The best future
The Biggest Little Best of Northern Nevada celebrates what’s great now and looks ahead

By D. Brian Burghart 
brianb@newsreview.com
More stories by this author... 

This article was published on 08.11.11.

It was the Best Of times, it was the worst of times. As we, the editors
of the Reno News & Review talked about how to make our Biggest
Little Best of Northern Nevada even better in 2011, we saw a certain
… fatigue in the heart of Northern Nevadans. We’re tired of hearing
bad news, tired of hearing about budget cuts, and tired of hysteric
claims of how bad things are.

First and foremost, we wanted this Best Of to celebrate the great
things about this beautiful area in which we live—the people,
enterprises and environment that make this the only place we want to
be.

We also wanted to rejoice in the future of this place we call home.

Thirdly, we wanted to honor a segment of our society that helps make
this a rich culture, a segment that’s often ignored in local media: The
Hispanic culture that makes up 27 percent of our population. That’s a
lot to ask of a simple poll of readers.

We enlisted Ricardo Olvera, a prominent local artist who originally
hailed from Mexico City. On the heels of his successful show at the
Shepard Gallery at the University of Nevada, Reno, The Bone Tarot,
we asked him create an original series of artworks that would form
the backbone of our Biggest Little Best Of. His pieces incorporate
ideas of divination of the future through the tarot, and his Latino
heritage through images of the Day of the Dead and the Loteria.

He fashioned a sequence of mixed media works that incorporate
drawing, photography and technical wizardry into a single powerful
and unifying statement.

We called upon you readers, as well, to bring your superior
knowledge of Northern Nevada to us. You responded. And did you
ever.

We’d like to thank all 3,888 of our verified voters for making this the
best Biggest Little Best of Northern Nevada to date. With some 400
categories, we sure didn’t make it easy on you, but ultimately, you’re
the reason we do this popularity contest every year.
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Julio Martinez works on a sandwich at
Delitowne USA. The sandwich place is open
every day from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.
PHOTO BY AMY BECK
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Editor’s Choice

Judgment: Best move
The Judgment card is one symbolizing resurrection, or a hopeful return with a nod to the
past. Several local businesses played this card this year when they decided to change
locations. Süp, for one, moved from its boxed-in site next to a bar to a cute bungalow down
the street. And the Great Basin Community Food Co-op is just a couple of months away
from what we hope will be a good new location for them. But Sundance Books & Music’s
move from the stripmall it’s called home for roughly 25 years to a beautiful historic building
off California Avenue is reflective of its sound judgment and great selection, and makes
book browsing a more enticing pursuit. 121 California Ave., 786-1188.

The Empress: Best resource for new moms
Mothers may relate to The Empress card. She represents the creation of life, of universal
fecundity and feeding others. Helping breastfeeding local Empresses—and even non-
breastfeeding ones—is “Nevada Breastfeeds” on Facebook. This awesome resource stems
from Starfish Lactation, a nice service itself. But the Facebook site is an active forum where
new parents will find out about the group’s free monthly playdate at a local kids gym, lots
of breastfeeding news and advice, discounts at local children’s stores, and—perhaps most
useful—it’s a welcome, supportive and sympathetic ear regarding concerns about babies’
sleeping, eating, medical issues and behavior quirks. The site administrator is very
informative, but the feedback from local moms can be equally helpful.

Readers choice

Best volunteer
1. Evelyn Mount

2. Pete Parker

3. Meredith Tanzer

Best visual artist
1. Kendall Price

2. Ahren Hartel

3. Franz Szony

Best social networker
1. Chris Payne

2. Oliver Ex

3. Jackie Ruiz Shelton

Best real estate agent
1. Samantha Revelry

2. Claire Kirby

Best public figure to fantasize about: male
1. Brian Sandoval

2. Chris Payne

Best public figure to fantasize about: female
1. Kristen Remington

♥


